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The crisis of capitalism and the 'Working Class Recovery'
Workers' Party of Belgium (PTB)
Five years after the collapse of the Lehman Brothers bank, and after having pumped 4500 billion dollar of public money into the private banking system to save it from total collapse, it remains capitalist business as usual and capitalist superprofits as usual in the banking sector. Worldwide, the biggest players have only become bigger. JP Morgan Chase now sits on a balance total of 2400 billion dollar. In the first half of this year, the four major Belgian banks doubled their profits to 2.4 billion euro. 

In plain economic and social crisis, in which unemployment rates skyrocket, wages and social allowances are cut, the quantity and quality of public services diminish and more and more people who do have a job or a pension are driven into poverty, last year the 100 richest people in the world saw their wealth increase by 14.5%, or 183 billion dollar. The New York Times has dubbed this phenomenon as “the Rich Man's Recovery”.

But this increase in parasitical wealth cannot hide the fact that the capitalist economy remains stuck in a systemic crisis of overproduction and over-accumulation. Major parts of the capitalist world are in recession. No amount of public money, recovery plans, neoliberal or Keynesian recipes can change the basic laws of capitalism. The drive for maximum profits leads to the insoluble contradiction between the growing production capacity and the diminishing purchasing power of the masses. And the private ownership of the means of production stands in contradiction with the ever more social character of production. 

Short from going to war, as it did with the crisis of the 1930s, the capitalist class tries to save its system by shifting the burden of the crisis to the workers and the people, domestically and internationally. While the Third World countries were bled dry by the Structural Adjustment Programmes imposed by the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank in the 1980s and 1990s, we now see very similar measures and mechanisms at work with the austerity plans currently being implemented in most European countries. This is not really surprising, as in both cases this concerns the dictatorship of monopoly capital. This time, these 'Pacts of Aggression' are concocted and imposed by the troika of the IMF, the European Central Bank and the European Commission, in connivance with the bourgeois governments in power – no matter whether the parties concerned are conservative, nationalist or supposedly socialist. In the EU member States, more than 80% of national legislation in the social and economic domain is the direct implementation of EU directives. This is an efficient way for the European bourgeoisie to hammer down harsh anti-worker and anti-people measures, with the aim of restoring the profit rate of its capitalist companies. This way, the race to the top – of corporate profits – goes hand in hand with a race to the bottom - of the living and working conditions of the workers and the people.  

To what extent the draconian austerity measures have wrought havoc on the countries in Southern Europe is sufficiently well known. But also in the core countries of capitalist Europe, the impact of anti-people policies is being felt. In Germany, half of the pensions are lower than 700 euro, and one and a half million people earn less than 5 euro an hour. In Belgium, purchasing power decreased by 5% over the past 3 years. People even start to economize on their food: last year, the sale of foodstuffs went down by 1%.

Capitalists are not just at war with the workers, they are also at war among themselves. They compete worldwide for cheap labour, for markets, for raw materials and their transport routes. Under the pretext of safeguarding the competitiveness and viability of its companies and the employment they generate, the bourgeois class and their parties succeed, to a certain extent, to rally the workers and the people behind their projects, and to pit workers against workers and people against people, thus enhancing narrow nationalism, racism, fascism and war.
It is a fact that a majority of people in Europe today recognize the current social order as the only one possible. European communists should adapt their tactics accordingly. A revolutionary process requires tactical flexibility, adaptation to political reality, an accurate assessment of the aim of each battle, exact knowledge of the class contradictions and power relations involved, and broad alliances. In Belgium, we have the particular situation that to the left of classical social-democracy, there is no political project other than our Party that is capable of capturing the workers and the voters who have turned their back on social-democracy, in disgust of its pro-capitalist policies and bourgeois character. Unlike in many other European countries, in Belgium we are not confronted with another, renovated and more Leftist social-democratic party of coalition to compete with in the class struggle and in electoral battles. This gives us the opportunity and the responsibility to attempt to fill in the entire gap to the left of classical social-democracy, and to adapt our tactics accordingly. As a revolutionary party, we have to take the actual level of consciousness into account, make the problems and concerns of the common people our own, speak an understandable language and seek unity in struggle with the broadest possible group. 

Over the past few years, we have had some success with this approach, in local and nationwide class struggles, in local elections and political battles, with an enlarged Party membership and an increasingly broad participation in the annual solidarity festival ManiFiesta, which last week gathered almost 10,000 people, with a strong participation of trade unions and social movements. After years of waging campaigns on very concrete issues – cheaper medicines, a lower VAT on energy prices, a millionaires' tax – we are now working on a more comprehensive alternative plan for much-needed social and democratic renewal, for a “Working Class Recovery” as opposed to the “Rich Man's Recovery”. 
But a revolutionary party also needs to consolidate its ranks and ensure that it does not dilute or give up its basic principles. We have therefore started to put more emphasis on Marxist education in all ranks of the Party, and on an enhanced ideological commitment of its cadres and militants. While assisting, guiding and leading the workers in their struggle for reforms, it is also our duty to introduce the long-term perspective of socialism in these day-to-day battles. We try to bring into the political debate such basic ideas as “it is the workers who create the wealth” or “the youth are the future, not the problem”, in order to win over the vanguard to socialist ideas and break the bourgeois consensus that there is no alternative. We try to advance the perspective of a society where there is no exploitation of man by man, no private ownership of the basic means of production, in which the working people are truly free, and with a state that protects the freedom of the vast majority against the oppression of the minority. Because only socialism can bring about genuine democracy, social progress, sustainable development and lasting peace.


